
Chemistry    Quarter 2 Project – Biography of a Compound 

 

Project Description: 
Write (in your own words) a biography of a compound from the selected list of compounds.  This 
biography should cover the criteria (see below).  The length of this report can vary but should 
include all of the topics below.  The paper will be graded on quality, not quantity.  Direct copying or 
similar sentences from other sources will result in a zero for this assignment – don’t do it.  
Ten percent of your quarter grade depends on this project.  Compounds will be selected on a ‘first-
pick-first-get’ basis. 
 

Biography Criteria: 
 Molecular Structure  

Include a hand-drawn or electronic image of the structure of the molecule.  This shows all the 
atoms of the molecule and how they are connected. 

 
General Information  

  Chemical Formula, Molecular Weight, Melting Point (in °C), Boiling Point (in °C, 
  Density, Solubility Information, State of Matter at Room Temp, Other Names 
 
 Discovery Information  

Who first identified, isolated or discovered the compound?  When and where was the 
compound discovered?  Include information about how the compound was discovered.  For 
compounds that have no record of discovery, instead write a section about the compound’s 
historical importance. 

 
 Interesting Information  

Include some facts or stories about the compound that you find interesting.   
  

How the Compound is Made or Where Does it Come From 
This section should not be overly technical.  What are the raw materials or natural 
substances that the compound is developed or produced from?  Is the compound found 
naturally or is it manufactured (manmade).  Include any simple chemical reactions that are 
necessary to explain how the compound is produced.   

 
 Common Uses  

What are some commons uses of the compound?  Include if the compound is used as a 
starting material for other well-known or useful compounds. 
 

 Potential Hazards  
What are some hazards associated with the compound?  Is the compound chemically 
reactive?  Include biological and ecological hazards, if any.  Include details for this section.  
Don’t just say a compound is hazardous or dangerous, include the specific reasons why. 

 
Sources  

Make sure you include all of your sources.  Any direct quotes from these sources must be 
noted. 

 
 Easy to Read and Understand.  Clearly Written, Proper Grammar and Correct Spelling  
 
The Media Center has an excellent printed book entitled Chemical Compounds.  Ask to use it during study 
hall.  It is a 3-volume set that is available in the MC only.  Also, internet resources are encouraged. 
 
Rough Draft Shared by December 19th  
Revised Rough Draft will be checked on January 5th 
Final Draft will be checked on January 16th. 


