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Summer Eagle Care
Maple River Early Learning Center
Mapleton, MN
Open from 6:30am to 5:45pm
Drop-in days are also available
Open to all children who are 36 months
through 5th grade.
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@MapleRiverSchools

@SuptMR

pr@isd2135.org

Left to right (names with years of service): Mary Ellen Larson (18 years), Julie
FitzSimmons (29 years), Jane Caldwell (33 years ), Sue Johnson (33 years),
Laura Fritz (19 years), Kim Bartholomew (22 years).
Not pictured: Dean Kinzie (5 years).
8

Download Infinite Campus mobile
apps through the Apple App store
or Google Play store

MAPLE RIVER SCHOOLS
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Maple River FFA Chapter Earns Top Placements at State Convention
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"Do your best and have fun.” This is the advice that Michael
Sheely and Lea Zuern, FFA Chapter advisors, told their
students when they arrived at the State FFA convention in
Saint Paul on April 28-30th. “Your best is enough. [FFA] is not a
first or nothing kind of thing. All teams, whether they are in the
top 15 or improve their ranking compared to last year, achieve
an important accomplishment,” said Sheely.
Students put in countless hours preparing for their contest in
categories ranging from fish and wildlife to farm management.
They become experts in their category and compete
against other talented students in public speaking, animal
identification, written tests or a 20-page project booklet that
is completed prior to the convention.
Forty-eight FFA members competed this year with 10 out
of 12 teams finishing in the top 15. Tristyn Hoechst (outdoor
recreation), Will Stencel (floriculture) and Nolan Mattison

(farm management) were recognized for being in the top
3 proficiency of their categories. Will Stencel placed first
individually out of 161 people in the floriculture contest.
Sheely and Zuern received many positive comments
regarding the students’ behavior and polite conduct during
the convention. “That means more to me than the awards, that
we represent Maple River well and that we have fun because
we have earned it,” said Sheely.

Top Placements

Milk Quality Team
Floriculture Team
Will Stencel, Individual Floriculture
Isaac Sowers, Individual Ag Sales
Nolan Mattison, Individual Farm Management
Anna Remes, Individual Milk Quality

2nd Place
5th Place
1st Place
2nd Place
2nd Place
2nd Place

Students Compete at State Speech Tournament
Nathan Price and Moriah Lippert represented Maple River at the Single
A State Speech Tournament on Saturday, April 12th. Speech tournaments
are action-packed days as students compete in three preliminary rounds
in hopes of making it to the final round. When Nathan and Moriah are not
competing, you can find them practicing their speech or quickly eating a
slice of pizza before their next round.
Nathan competed in the Extemporaneous Speaking category where he had
30 minutes to prepare a 7-minute speech on international politics. “Nathan
has an incredible ability to memorize dates, names, articles in a short
amount of time,” said Gwen Isaacson, speech coach. Although Nathan did
not make the final round in his category at state, he had an excellent season
where he placed 1st in five preliminary tournaments.
Moriah’s category was Serious Interpretation of Drama where she
presented a one-act play that is paired down to 10 minutes. She portrayed
a character struggling with the death of loved ones. Moriah balanced the
dramatic storyline of her character with comedic elements. She placed 6th
in the final round at the state tournament.
“As their coach, I am proud of them for all of their accomplishments, as well
as the rest of my team. I am proud, most of all, to be their coach and to be
with them every step of the way,” said Isaacson.

MISSION
#WeAre the Maple River School
District dedicated to educate
and prepare each student to
succeed in a changing world.

RetroRadio: Students Pilot New Podcast Program
The 4-person radio team is buzzing with excitement as they push the
record button and welcome listeners to their radio styled podcast.
The Maple River podcast is a new program available to journalism or
Sophomore English students. With the help of an Academics Arts Athletics
(AAA) grant, English Teacher Jason Willis converted a storage closet into
a radio studio. Many students were both excited and intimated by the
prospect of creating their own show.
RetroRadio was the pilot theme for the sophomore class. Each team had
to research a musical era, then create a show schedule, write a script and
find the sound effects. After the initial hurdle of understanding the radio
format and working out the kinks of the schedule, students started to thrive
on the pressure to create a 45-minute show in three class periods. “It’s
impressive to see how focused students can be to get the show prepared,”
said Willis.
In Journalism class, students had the option to do RetroRadio or create
their own theme. One team started a conspiracy theory talk show called
“Noiz with the Boiz”. Other groups were working on a podcast about famous
musicals, sports and radio dramas.
Willis will be offering a podcast club in the fall for students who want
to continue their radio show outside of class. Anyone can listen to the
podcasts which are available on the Maple River website under Willis’ staff
page.

2

#WeAre Maple River

The Maple River drama department presented Radio Suspense Theatre: The First Episode by Steve Cleberg. Set in the 1930's, the
play portrayed the challenges faced by a radio station staff who were putting together their inaugural radio dramas.

SCHOOL BOARD
Joe Sohre
Jeff Kunkel
Dan Sohre
Cathi Schirmer
Rob McGregor
Karson Duncanson
David Schoneck

Chair
Vice Chair
Treasurer
Clerk
Directors

Robotics Team Receives Highest Rookie Seed Award
The Maple River Robotics team performed well at the FIRST
(For Inspiration & Recognition of Science & Technology)
Robotics Regional competition in Cedar Falls, Iowa on March
21st. The theme for this year’s competition was Destination:
Deep Space to mark the 50th anniversary of Apollo 11’s first
moon landing.
During each match, the robotics team forms an alliance with
two teams from other schools. The allied teams then compete
against an opposing alliance. Once the match starts, the
allied teams have 2 minutes and 30 seconds to gather and
load as many cargo pods as possible onto the spaceship to
prepare for liftoff. During the competition, the students had to

make repairs and solve tech problems when the robot parts
malfunctioned, or electrical issues occurred.
The Maple River Robotics team ranked 10th out of 48 teams in
the qualification rounds. They were elected Alliance Captain
for their final match and made it to the quarterfinals round.
The robotics team received the Highest Rookie Seed award
at the regional competition. On May 18th, they finished 19th
out of 36 teams at the state tournament. For Michele Sieberg,
mentor and co-founder of the robotics team, their first season
was an incredible run. “If the kids had a good time at the
competition and they got the robot to move, we succeeded. It
was fun to watch them.”
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Community Education: Summer Activities

Strength and
Conditioning
Cost: $55, Location: Mapleton building
Mondays-Thursdays
Beginning June 3 and ending July 31
*No camp week of July 1-4
6:30-8:00am
Grades: 6-12
This camp offers an opportunity to improve your
power, agility, speed, and strength to become an
ELITE Eagle Athlete.

Water Park Trips
June 28
July 12
August 23

STEAM Class Activities

River Springs
Water Park, Owatonna
Fairmont Water Park
Waseca Water Park

Cost: $25 per trip

Instructor: Brandee Shoemaker, Elementary STEAM Teacher
Each day will have two sessions. Pick the session that works best for you!
Cost: $25 per session, Location: Mapleton building
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Technology Day

Create Day

Tuesday, June 11 for grades K-2
Thursday, June 13 for grades 3-5

Tuesday, June 18 for grades K-2
Thursday, June 20 for grades 3-5

Morning session: 8:30-11:30am.
Afternoon session: 12:30-3:30pm.

Morning session: 8:30-11:30am.
Afternoon session: 12:30-3:30pm.

We will be using robots, Code.org,
Snap Circuits, Little Bits and other
technology-based activities.

Students will work cooperatively,
using recycled and art materials to
create a project.

Community Education: Summer Activities
A Children's Museum of
Southern Minnesota Activity

Book Clubs

Cost: $25 per activity, Location: Mapleton building

Making Art Together: Visual Conversations
Wednesday, July 10
10:00-11:00am
Ages 7 and up

Two Museum Educators will engage participants in the art of
conversation – using their imaginations, creative thinking skills,
and fine motor skills as they draw, paint, sculpt and assemble
materials to make art that they share with others and respond
to.

Simple Machines at Work (and at Play)
Wednesday, July 31
10:00-11:00am
Ages 6-9

The focus of this program is on recognizing simple machines,
what they are, how they function, and how they help us do work.
After exploring kinds of simple machines, participants will
engage in a special simple machines-activated challenge that
will make things move.

Robotics Lab

Wednesday, August 14
10:00-11:00am
Ages 5-8
During the session participants will experiment with two
robotics sets, and the opportunity to dream up a robot of their
own, considering purpose, building materials, and function as
they do.

June 18, July 16, August 13
9:00-10:30am
June 20, July 18, August 15
9:00-10:30am

K-2

(2019-2020)

3-5

(2019-2020)

Cost: $40 for all three sessions (includes books)
Need a way to keep your child reading
throughout the summer? Maple River Summer
Book Club can help! Join us each session for
an hour and half where we will read an age
appropriate book together. There will also be a
craft and/or snack to go along with each book.
Your child will take home a copy of the book we
read at the end of each session.
Location: Mapleton building

Blast Ball
July 22, 23, 24 & July 29, 30, 31
6:00-7:00pm

1&2

(2019-2020)
Cost: $40

The primary goal of Blast Ball is to teach the
FUNdamentals of baseball/softball! Parent
volunteers are needed to help make this a fun
and successful program.
Location: Athletic Complex in Mapleton
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Track and Field Season Off to a Great Start

Ben Trio (junior) competed in the 110 high hurdles at the Varsity Triangular track meet on April 5th.

Message from the Superintendent
Hello Maple River,

Daniel Anderson

I think it’s finally safe to say that snowfree weather is here! For a while, it
seemed like we would be surrounded by
snow and wind forever, but we’ve turned
a corner and now it’s time to celebrate
the successful end of another great
school year.

We are incredibly proud of our students for the hard work and
dedication they show us every day. They have earned some
time off!

• Children’s Museum
• Water parks
• Sports camps, including volleyball, football, basketball,
tennis, wrestling, strength and conditioning
• Community Education
• Summer child care for ages 3 through 5th grade
We encourage you to read to your kids through the summer,
play cards or board games, or throw in some trivia during car
rides to keep your student’s brain engaged throughout this
break. Perhaps there is a skill that your child would like to
improve, like handwriting or basic math facts. A few minutes
of practice everyday will make a noticeable improvement!

Summer is a great time for relaxing and enjoying lazy days.
It’s also a great time to try new things that challenge our
ability and creativity. Learning doesn’t have to stop during the
summer! Through our many partnerships with the community,
our students have countless opportunities to be active and
involved throughout the summer months, including:

Thank you for taking the time to read through our newsletter
and celebrate the accomplishments of our students, big and
small. Great things are happening at Maple River and before
we know it, we’ll be talking about the new school year!

•
•
•
•
•

Q: What do you call a fake noodle?
A: An impasta.
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STEAM camp
Book clubs
Softball and baseball leagues
Marching band
Driver’s education

Our final Joke of the Day until next school year:

Enjoy the long days and warm nights of summer!

Staff Spotlight
Lea Zuern, Agriculture Science Teacher
Lea Zuern joined the Maple River School District in 2017 after graduating from the University
of Wisconsin-River Falls and serving six years in the national guard as a mechanic. Zuern
applies her national guard experience when she teaches students about engines in her small
mechanics class. She is a supportive mentor for female students who are new to mechanics.
“You have to start somewhere,” Zuern tells students when encouraging them to try out the
shop class. She understands how intimidating it can be for students to learn a new discipline.
One of Zuern’s favorite moments this year was seeing her students use the new kitchen.
With the help of an Academics Arts Athletics (AAA) grant, she converted an existing space
into a kitchen complete with two stoves and two fridges. Zuern can now expand the types of
recipes available to students. She added a pasta lab where students cooked a large family
pasta dinner with three sauces and side dishes. The class is also learning how to use a grill
and cook appetizers. Next fall, Zuern will be adding two new class offerings, the Science of Cooking and the Science of Baking.
When Zuern is not teaching agriculture education classes, you can find her on the tennis courts. She has a passion for coaching
tennis, soccer, and gymnastics; all three sports that she competed in during high school. Starting this fall, Zuern will be the high
school head coach for Girls Tennis.

Food Science
In Lea Zuern’s Food Science
class, students made potato
salad, noodle bake, and potato
pancakes.

Michael Sheely, Agriculture Science Teacher
Michael Sheely has been teaching in the Agricultural Science department at Maple River
Schools since 2012. Sheely obtained his Agricultural Education degree from the University
of Minnesota where he found a passion for education as a student teacher. “To have those
personal connections with students, and for students to know that someone believes in them,
that was a calling [for me] that I was put on this planet to be a teacher,” said Sheely.
From landscaping to construction, Sheely enjoys the diversity of the subjects that he teaches
in the Agricultural Science department. In his construction class this spring, students are
learning how to cut, grout and place tiles, skills that they can apply outside the classroom
when they remodel their future homes.
Sheely also collaborates with the Mapleton Sertoma Club to find community service
opportunities for his students. Landscaping yards for those in need and building bleachers for the Blue Earth County
Fairgrounds are examples of projects where the students were able to apply their skills and make a positive impact in the
community. Whether they are remodeling a bathroom or planting a garden, Sheely hopes the skills that students learn in the
classroom will become relevant in their life.
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