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Vote February 11, 2020
School District Bond Referendum
Early Voting Hours, Monday - Friday

Maple River School District

Dec. 27, 2019 - Feb. 10, 2020
8:00am - 3:30pm

101 6th Ave SE
Mapleton, MN 56065
www.isd2135.k12.mn.us | (507)-524-3918
Email: pr@isd2135.org

Extended Early Voting Hours
Feb. 3, 2020 - Feb. 7, 2020
3:30pm - 8:00pm

To vote in Minnesota, you must first register
to vote. You can register in person at the
Middle School Office when you vote early or
at your polling location on Election Day.

Postal Box Patron

Referendum Resources
and Tax Calculators
Visit www.isd2135.k12.mn.us and
click on Facilities Referendum in
the top main menu.

CALENDAR
January
24 No School, K-12 PLC
28 Grades 6-12
P/T Conferences

February
7/8 Gopher Conference
Honors Music Concert
8 One Act: Varsity State
Tournament
11 School District
Bond Referendum
17 No School - Presidents Day
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STAY CONNECTED
March
2 MSHSL Large Group Music
Contest
3 West Elem K-2 Music
Program
5 West Elem 3-5 Music
Program
9 No School - Workday
10/12 K-5 P/T Conferences

@MapleRiverSchools

@SuptMR

pr@isd2135.org

11-13 Basketball: Girls Varsity
State Tournament
16 Choral Festival

24 2 Hour Late Start PLC

18-21 Basketball: Boys Varsity
State Tournament

27-29 Wrestling: Varsity State
Tournament

19 District Band Concert
23 2 Hour Late Start PLC

Download Infinite Campus mobile
apps through the Apple App store or
Google Play store

MAPLE RIVER SCHOOLS

NEWS LETTER

Winter 2020

Financial Literacy: Students Prepare for Life After High School
Mrs. Doering’s Personal Finance class prepares seniors for
important financial decisions that lay ahead.
The class starts with students researching the salary
potential for their dream career. They use this salary
information as they walk through scenarios of paying off their
student loans and buying their first car or home.
Doering gives students the tools to form their own opinions
on how they want to manage their finances based on the
sound financial principles learned in class. They discuss
what makes a good car purchase and the advantages and
disadvantages of a 15-year compared to a 30-year home
mortgage. “I try to give an objective view because there is
more than one way to do all of these things,” said Doering.

“I try to give an objective view because
there is more than one way to do all of
these things."

The class also covers the two most common strategies for
paying off debt. Students debate the pros and cons of each
strategy and explain why they chose their preferred method
for managing their finances.
“I share my real-life examples in class, the mistakes that I
have made, and how I would do things differently based on my
experience. Students appreciate my transparency and having
real-world experiences to draw from,” said Doering.

Students also practice how to manage their day-to-day
budgets after high school, including paying for daily living
expenses and tuition. Last trimester, students spent an
afternoon at Dietz Grocery store where they prepared a meal
plan and budget for grocery shopping.
“I am very glad our administration made this class required
for all seniors, as they can learn about good money principles
to inform their decisions and avoid financial mistakes. That is
why I love this course so much. This is real life, and for many
students, it starts in May,” said Doering.
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Students Learn Fundamentals of Sports Medicine
Before Mrs. Mcgregor started her teaching career, she was an Athletic
Trainer in the healthcare field for eight years. When Maple River School
District switched to trimesters, McGregor saw an opportunity to create an
Intro to Sports Medicine class that would give students a general overview
of the field of sports medicine and athletic training.
Many students who take the class are student-athletes or live active
lifestyles. They sign up for the class to gain a better understanding of how
to treat their own injuries and how to stay healthy while being active.
Before they dive into injury treatment, McGregor teaches them about the
history and development of sports medicine and allied health careers.
The students then learn the foundation of muscular and skeletal anatomy
for the shoulder, wrist, knee, and ankle. “Knowing where the tendons and
muscles are located is the critical first step to understanding what the
injury is and then moving on to how to treat it,” said McGregor.
They practice taping and wrapping thumbs, ankles, knees, and shoulders
using various techniques and taping material. McGregor stresses injury
prevention and how students can reduce the risk of recurrence with a
healthy lifestyle. “It goes beyond taping, wrapping and exercising. We also
touch on nutritional health and how proper nutrition can play a huge role in
injury prevention,” said McGregor.

MISSION
#WeAre the Maple River School
District dedicated to educate
and prepare each student to
succeed in a changing world.

Literacy Decoded
“Reading is like rocket science,” said Mrs. Stoltzman, a literacy specialist,
when explaining how students learn to read by decoding the meaning of
words.
During a training session in 2017, Stoltzman learned that an explicit
systematic phonics approach helps not only students with dyslexia, but all
students learn how to read by using hands-on activities and lessons that
follow a defined sequence of learning.
Systematic phonics teaches students the relationship between sounds and
letters. This approach uses elements of the Barton Reading and Spelling
System. The lessons use color-coded letter tiles to help students connect
sounds with letters and understand the difference between vowels and
consonants.
Maple River first applied this structured literacy approach in one-on-one
lessons with Title One students who were struggling with reading. “We saw
huge growth in our kids. Second graders who struggled with reading are
now reading above grade level,” said Stoltzman.
Last year, two classrooms piloted the reading program. The classes used
larger tiles and divided into two groups for 30-minute word study sessions.
After seeing improvements in these classrooms, the district expanded this
reading program to all elementary students in 2019.
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“With this program, we see kids gaining confidence in their abilities, and
when you have confidence, you can do a whole lot more,” said Stoltzman.

#WeAre Maple River

The Maple River Drama department presented the musical Mamma Mia! on November 21-23, 2019. The plot is of a young bride
who has secretly invited her dad to her wedding. The only problem is, he’s one of three men, and she doesn`t know which one!

SCHOOL BOARD
Joe Sohre
Jeff Kunkel
Dan Sohre
Cathi Schirmer
Rob McGregor
Karson Duncanson
David Schoneck

Chair
Vice Chair
Treasurer
Clerk
Directors

Seeking Community Ed Teachers for 2020 Classes
Have a skill that you want to share with the community? We are seeking
community members who are interested in teaching classes for the adult
enrichment program. Teachers receive an hourly rate. Contact Dusty
Drager with a brief description of the class you are interested in teaching.

Contact Information
Dusty Drager
507-524-3918, ext 250
ddrager@isd2135.org

Class Examples
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Arts
Business
Cooking
Crafts
Dance & Music
Fitness
Home Improvement
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Eagles Nest Child Care Center of Mapleton

Now Enrolling for Full-Time Care
Monday-Friday, 6:30am - 5:45pm
604 Main St E, Mapleton, MN 56065

Family Open Gym
Location: Middle School Gym (Mapleton)
Cost: $5 per family. Cost is waived if you
cannot pay the fee.
Saturdays mornings, 9 am - 11am
January 18, 25
February 1, 8, 15
Ages 5 and under
Get out of the house and let the kids run!
Family Open Gym is a Early Childhood
Family Education event. Gym equipment
will be available for your children to
enjoy. Parent superivision is required.

Program Offerings
Toddler

16 months - 3 years
$200 per week

Infant

6 weeks - 16 months
$210 per week

How Do I Register?
Register Online:
www.isd2135.k12.mn.us/eaglesnest

Questions?
Contact Kacy at kqueen@isd2135.org

Employment Opportunity: Classroom Assistant
Salary: $13.17 per hour
Hours of Availability: 8:15am-5:45pm, Monday, Wednesday and Friday. This is a 12
month role, 28 hours per week plus additional hours available as need arises.
The Classroom Assistant’s primary objective is to support the classroom lead
in maintaining a warm, calm, peaceful, and nurturing environment, as well as
engaging with all children to form relationships that the children need to feel
secure.
Qualifications:
• For child care placement; 2 year degree in any field or equivalent workforce
experience in a licensed child care center or elementary school according to
Minnesota DHS Licensing requirements.
• Have physical capacity to work with infants-Kindergarten aged children.
• Ability to build relationships, follow guidance and instructions; be coach-able.
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How to Apply:
Submit a completed employment application with a letter of interest. Apply in
person at the district office or online: www.isd2135.k12.mn.us/employment.

Employment Opportunities
Title 1 Reading Paraprofessional

Substitute Positions - All Maple River Sites

Salary: $13.17 per hour starting wage
Location: Minnesota Lake
Hours of availability: Full-time, Monday - Friday following
the Maple River Schools calendar. Daily hours are 7:45am2:45pm

Hourly rates are $11.00/hour. Lead Cooks or Custodians with a
Specialist License receive $11.50/hour.

Benefits:
Eligible employees are offered Life and Long Term Disability
Insurance paid by the School District. Eligible employees are
also offered a paid portion of the monthly Health Insurance
premiums and a monthly accrual of sick time.
Job Responsibilities:
• Perform instructional Reading Curriculum with individual
and small groups of students as per the supervising
teacher’s educational plan for those students.
• Supervise (directly responsible for) students on the
playground, lunchroom, or other areas.
• Ensure students stay on task; work with the student(s) on
school work as assigned by teachers.
• Take part in appropriate staff development training and
activities.
Qualifications:
2+ years of post secondary education or a passing score on
the Para-Pro assessment test, administered by Maple River
Schools is required.
How to Apply:
Submit a completed employment application with a letter of
interest. Apply in person at the district office or online:
www.isd2135.k12.mn.us/employment.

How to Apply:
Submit a completed employment application. Apply in person
at the district office or online:
www.isd2135.k12.mn.us/employment.
On Call/Daily Para-Professionals Substitute
Special Ed Para professionals work with special needs
students in and out of the classroom. Classroom/Supervisory
Para's assist teachers/students in the classroom. Students
could be Pre-school through grade 12 age levels.
On Call/Daily Maintenance/Custodian Substitute
After school duties include cleaning classrooms, hallways, and
any after school activities that may be held that evening and
secure the building at day’s end.
Daytime shifts are 6:00am to 2:30pm, P.M. shifts are 2:00pm
to 10:30pm. There are also other 4 and 6 hr. part time shifts,
depending on the custodian you are replacing. Applicant must
be able to lift 50 lbs.
On Call/Daily Substitute Food Service Cooks or Assistants
These positions include dishwasher, cashier, cooks helper
or Lead Cook. Hours vary depending on the position, but are
usually 3-4 hours/day around the breakfast or lunch time
hours for an assistant to 6-7 hours/day as a Cook.

Join Our Maple River Team

Love working with students and making a positive impact in their educational experience? Join us! View our employment
opportunities on the Maple River Schools website at www.isd2135.k12.mn.us/employment.
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Winter Sports Season Starts Strong

"Our winter sports and activities are in full swing; we hope you can find a time to come and watch the Eagles compete," said
Superintendent Daniel Anderson. Check out the activities calendar at www.mapleriverhs.rschoolteams.com.

Message from the Superintendent
Hello Maple River,
This newsletter is not about the vote!
We’re taking a break from that information
and instead, taking this opportunity
to highlight some of the great things
happening at Maple River.
Daniel Anderson

This season, I have seen numerous examples of the way our
staff goes above and beyond for our students. Many of them
are always on the lookout for opportunities to engage our
students and support our community beyond the hours of
the school day. I wish there were more opportunities for our
community to see their dedication and concern for our kids,
but I know that receiving accolades is far from the purpose
behind their actions.
One example is the overwhelming support of and participation
in the various activities that aid the Backpack/Powerpack
programs. Simply put, this program feeds our kids at no cost
to the families who participate, nor to their school districts.
Every week in our elementary schools, backpacks filled
with food go home on Friday with students who have been
identified as needing nutritional support. In middle school, the
Powerpack program provides a daily after-school snack as
well as additional weekend food. Over longer holiday breaks,
families are given boxes of food to span the time our students
are out of school. This program offers nutrition for our kids,
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maintains dignity for our families, and is provided entirely
by generous donations from individuals and businesses
throughout the surrounding communities.
As we headed into our Christmas break, several Maple River
students, staff and school board members spent two days
loading, unloading, setting up, organizing, and handing out
over 100 holiday food boxes for families in the Maple River
community. The Mapleton Police Department even volunteered
to coordinate the delivery of over 30 boxes to families who
were unable to attend. While most were getting ready for
their holiday time off, this group put in extra hours to ensure
that all of our students would have what they needed over the
holidays.
On Sunday, January 5, a group of 30 Maple River staff
participated in the Climb2FeedKids fundraiser at MSU’s
Bresnan Arena. In addition to the staff, we had several
students and community members participating and additional
staff cheering on the teams, as well. In teams of ten, each
participant climbed nearly 1,000 steps and raised over $8,000
on behalf of Maple River. I couldn’t have been more proud to
see so many Eagles joining together for such a great cause.
Even our mascot was in attendance! This is an annual event,
so if you’re interested in participating next year, please let us
know.
It is indeed a great day to be an EAGLE!

Exploring the World of Computer Science
Students’ faces light up when Mrs. Shoemaker, elementary STEAM teacher, announces
that the class activity for the day will be code.org.
Code.org is a nonprofit dedicated to encouraging students world-wide to learn computer
science using a visual computer programming language called Blockly. All curriculum
resources and tutorials are free and designed to introduce students to programming in
kindergarten through high school.
Kindergarten students start their first lesson by learning how to drag and drop blocks
into a puzzle. As the lessons progress, students will move characters through games like
Minecraft or mazes by arranging visual blocks of code in a specific sequence.
Each section features a new character, many of them from popular movies like Scrat from
Ice Age and BB8 from Star Wars. Building on the earlier lessons, students will start to
create their own interactive games like basketball or tennis.
Students learn problem-solving and collaboration skills while working through the
lessons. If they run into an obstacle with the code, they need to ask two other students
before they can ask Mrs. Shoemaker for help. The student that is helping can only talk through how to solve the problem, they cannot
fix the code for the student that is stuck. Students feel a sense of accomplishment when they work through these roadblocks and
make it through the next lesson. “I see lots of fist pumps and personal celebration in class. They are excited for themselves and for
their friends that make it to the next level,” said Shoemaker.

Welcome New Staff!

Left to right: Megan Gahl, 2nd grade teacher; Joanne Doering, kindergarten teacher; Philip Claussen, 5-12 band teacher; Danielle
Vetter, kindergarten teacher; Christa Stock, elementary title 1 teacher; Jill Rollenhagen, special education teacher; Anne Schmitz,
6-12 language arts teacher; Claudia Oberembt, student support specialist; Jackie Baumgard, special education teacher; Krista
Brandt, student support specialist; Jonah Breiter, 3rd grade teacher; Christopher Willette, 5th grade teacher; Jacklyn Doering,
business teacher
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