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Community-Driven, Student-Focused. Vote February 11, 2020
Maple River School 
District 2020 Bond 
Referendum
The Maple River School 
District (District) has a 
responsibility to nurture 
student learning, balance 
community needs, and 
promote unity and continuity 
for the future. 

We know the path can 
sometimes be daunting, so 
this is the time to take a 
challenging situation and turn it 
into an opportunity. 

With your feedback in the 
June 2019 community-wide 
survey, the District is seeking a 
bond referendum to build one 
facility that will support the 
future of its students.

The District’s goal is to find 
balance and keep moving 
forward, together.

Tax Relief Measures
Local taxpayers will pay for less  
than half of the project.

Scaled increase in Ag2School credit from  
40% to 70% by 2023.

Residential property tax refunds.
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Future
One optimized site.

A united community.

Optimal educational experience.

Responsible progress.

3 
R E F E R E N D U M S

Opportunity
Improved student learning environments. 

Responsible use of community  
and land resources.

Centralized site with balanced class 
sizes and shared resources.

Community-wide survey  
Survey respondents represented a cross-section 
of residents from each community in June 2019.

Fifty-seven percent of respondents said  
they would support a new PreK-12 grade school  

to serve all students.

Y O U  S P O K E .  W E  L I S T E N E D . 

Today

Workforce of the Future
Enhanced curriculum and career 
opportunities for all students.

Preparation of students for the 
changing workforce in the fields of 
technology, science, and the trades.
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Community-Driven, Student-Focused.

What Has Changed
Community-wide survey was 
conducted in the Summer, 2019 to 
which the District is responding with 
proposed bond referendum and site. 

Ag2School tax credit relief scaled 
increase from 40% to 70% by 2023.

District spends an excess of 
$650,000 in annual operating costs 
to maintain the current facilities and 
staffing, compared to the cost of 
operating one facility.

Ag2School tax credit to pay for 51% 
of the total project over the life 
of bonds.

Viable and fiscally responsible site 
identified on south side of town with 
lowest acquisition and infrastructure 
costs; 44% of survey respondents 
supported this location.

MN residential property tax credit 
awareness for homeowners and 
renters provides up to 80% tax relief; 
most District residents qualify for 
one or both residential property  
tax refunds.

Historically low interest rates 
(present) and appropriate classroom 
sizes for all ages.

Enhanced Career and Technical 
Education (CTE), FFE, and direct 
training spaces as well as accessibility 
upgrades still needed. 

Significant changes to job 
requirements, now and in the future, 
compared to the 1930s when 
District facilities were designed  
and built.

Ongoing issues with poor indoor air 
quality, safety and security, and aging 
infrastructure in current facilities.

Where Will the Money Go? 
Funds for the project will go towards:

• Replacing aging and inefficient building systems with poor air quality that 
have outlived their useful life and are costly to operate.  

• Providing improved learning spaces for all age groups with a proper 
division of ages.

• Reducing the likelihood of dangerous and unsafe situations for students 
and staff with a safer and more secure building, as well as dedicated 
parent drop off locations.

• Increasing student learning opportunities and educational programming 
such as Career and Technical Education (CTE), agricultural science, music 
and fine arts, and Science, Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM).

• Engaging all students via hands-on learning. 

• Improving curriculum planning and providing equal access to resources 
and support.

• Minimizing the number of building transitions for all students.

• Providing a plan to demolish the existing buildings and turn the Amboy, 
Good Thunder, Mapleton, and Minnesota Lake sites into grass lots if no 
buyers are identified.

TODAY
Elementary 1 Elementary 2

Middle and  
High School

Costly  
repairs 
needed

Transportation 
and programming 

inefficiencies

Safety, 
security, and 
accessibility 
deficiencies

FUTURE
One Unified School

Increased

Learning and 
programming 

opportunities to prepare  
students for success in 

2020 and beyond.

Split time  
for teachers

Decreased

Annual  
operational costs

Travel time  
for parents

Community survey 
results supported the 
selected site. The 
south site will reduce 
overall building costs 
due to the availability 
of municipal sewer, 
water, and gas, as 
well as a decreased 
need for earthwork. 
The current road 
infrastructure also 
allows for safer school 
zones and avoids 
student crossings on 
busy Highway 22.

New School Location

MAPLETONMAPLETON

NEW SITENEW SITE
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Tax Relief Measures
Ag2School Credit 
In the past, agricultural land owners and school districts in rural Minnesota faced major challenges to fund facili-
ties. As a way to provide agricultural land owners with tax relief, the 2019 Minnesota State Legislature increased 
funding of the Ag2School tax credit from 40% to 70% over the next three years. Over sixty percent of the 
funding for the Ag2School tax credit originates in the 7-county metropolitan area.

Residential Property Tax Refunds

Regular Residential Property Tax Refund (Annual): A homeowner with a household income of up to $115,020 is 
eligible for a property tax refund of up to $2,820. A renter with household income of up to $62,340 is eligible for 
a property tax refund up to $2,190. This is an annual refund.

Special Property Tax Refund (One-Time): If you are a homeowner, you may also be eligible for a special property tax 
refund. This refund has no income limit and the maximum refund is $1,000. You may qualify if you have: 1) Lived 
in your home on January 2, 2019 and January 2, 2020, 2) Your net property tax increased by more than 12%, 3) The increase is at least 
$100. This is a one-time refund.

To determine the property tax refund estimate for your specific home, go to the property tax refund calculator on the school  
district website.

Property Type
Estimated  

Market Value

Estimated 
Annual Tax 

Impact

Estimated Monthly 
Tax Impact

Residential  
Homestead

$50,000 $85 $7.08

$75,000 $127 $10.58

$100,000 $203 $16.92

$139,000* $323 $26.91

$200,000 $511 $42.58

Commercial/ 
Industrial

$50,000 $212 $17.66

$100,000 $424 $35.33

$500,000 $2,613 $217.75

*Average Home Value in Maple River School District

Tax Impact: Residential and Commercial/Industrial
Does NOT take Residential Property Tax Refunds into Consideration

Property Type $/Acre Pay Year
Estimated Cost  

Per Acre

Agricultural  
Homestead

$6,000 2021 $3.81

$6,000 2022 $3.39

$6,000 2023 + Beyond $2.54

$8,000 2021 $5.08

$8,000 2022 $4.52

$8,000 2023 + Beyond $3.39

Agricultural  
Non-Homestead

$6,000 2021 $7.63

$6,000 2022 $6.78

$6,000 2023 + Beyond $5.08

$8,000 2021 $10.17

$8,000 2022 $9.04

$8,000 2023 + Beyond $6.78

Tax Impact: Agricultural 
Takes Ag2School Tax Credit into Consideration

LONG-TERM COST

Sample  
Home Value

Annual Household 
Income

Tax Impact Before Regular and Special 
Property Tax Refunds Are Applied

-

Regular and Special 
Property Tax Refunds

=

Net Tax Impact After Regular and Special 
Property Tax Refunds Are Applied 

$90,000 $30,000 $171/yr $132/yr $39/yr $3/month

$90,000 $50,000 $171/yr $96/yr $75/yr $6/month

$139,000 $30,000 $323/yr $233/yr $90/yr $8/month

$139,000 $80,000 $323/yr $200/yr $123/yr $10/month

Ye
ar

 1

Sample Home 
Value

Annual Household 
Income

Tax Impact Before Regular Property 
Tax Refund is Applied

-

Regular Property Tax 
Refund

=

Net Tax Impact After Regular Property 
Tax Refund is Applied 

$90,000 $30,000 $171/yr $113/yr $58/yr $5/month

$90,000 $50,000 $171/yr $77/yr $94/yr $8/month

$139,000 $30,000 $323/yr $212/yr $111/yr $9/month

$139,000 $80,000 $323/yr $175/yr $148/yr $12/monthYe
ar

 2 
Th

ro
ug

h 
30

Household income is your Federal Adjusted Gross Income, plus nontaxable income, minus your qualified retirement plan contribution, dependent, elderly, or disabled amounts. 

Most District 
residents qualify  
for one or both  

residential property 
tax refunds.
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Ag2School Tax Credit Relief
With the Ag2School tax credit paying for 51% of the total project over the life of bond, local tax payers will 
pay less than half of the $63.3M project cost. 

The Ag2School tax credit relief scaled increase will go from 40% to 70% by 2023 and serve beyond that year.

51%

27% 22%
% Paid by Category

Commercial, Residential, and Other

Agricultural

Ag2School Credit

The Ag2School Tax Credit also continues to increase

55% 
in 2021

60% 
in 2022

70% 
Beyond

WHAT’S ON THE BALLOT
Question: Shall the School Board of Independent  
School District No. 2135 be authorized to issue its  
general obligation school building bonds in an amount not 
to exceed $63,300,000 to provide funds for the acquisition 
and betterment of school sites and facilities, including the 
acquisition of land for and the construction and equipping of 
a new prek-12 school facility; and the sale or demolition of 
existing school sites and facilities?

Additional  
Referendum Resources

Visit www.isd2135.k12.mn.us  
and click on Facilities Referendum  
in the top main menu

Tax Calculators on District Website

For tax questions, please call the  
District office at 507-524-3918. 

Source: Northland Securities -Financial Advisor for the District.  
For more tax relief information and to complete form M1PR, visit the District 
website at: www.isd2135.k12.mn.us or go to the Minnesota Department of 
Revenue website at www.revenue.state.mn.us/property-tax-refund

GET ENGAGED

Use the 24/7 online tax calculators to enter your 
address to receive specific details and/or access 
additional tax refund details:  

 www.isd2135.k12.mn.us/financial

Most District 
residents qualify  
for one or both  

residential property 
tax refunds.


